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Opera North - ‘“Tosca’ (Wed 14 - Fri 16 November 2018)
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‘Nigel Slater’s TOAST’ - A Week 53 Commission (Wed 23 May - Sat 2 June 2018)

Welcome

No twelve months at The Lowry are ever the same - and 2018/19 lived up to that
and more.

From realising a long-held ambition to curate an exhibition of Lowry’s favourite
Pre-Raphaelite work and securing a West End transfer for the Week 53
commission, ‘Toast’; to putting our Christmas Appeal fund to work developing a
support service for homeless young people and taking Pier Eight Restaurant to
(literally) new heights with a rooftop herb garden - every department has done us
proud.

Week 53, The Lowry’s biennial festival, presented 100 artists and 70 performances
over 12 extraordinary days in May 2018. In the year that we turned 18, our festival

of incredible, international work returned to challenge convention and celebrate | & T,
the ‘coming of age’, taking over our theatre, gallery and public spaces. A

¥
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We’ve taken part in the national celebrations to mark the Royal Academy’s 250th
birthday, joined forces with colleagues at Leicester Curve and Bristol Old Vic’s
Ferment on the Naseem Khan Commissions - an initiative to support artists of
colour - and led our own search for new work in the fields of contemporary circus
and family dance through our ‘Developed With’ programme.

The Artist Development Programme celebrated its 10th birthday and r
with a new structure and firm mandate: to open doors, create opportu
support artists. We also contributed to Arts Council England’s ‘Shapii e Ne

10 Years’ strategy consultation - ensuring The Lowry’s voice }rraé hé‘ar in this
important, national discussion about the future of our sector. 4

e

And | have to mention the fact we ended the financial year with the incredible
news that Salford was chosen by DCMS as the first Youth Performance Partners
for the North. Thanks to a £Imillion investment, The Lowry will get to.work -,h‘-
with partners across Salford to engage more than 10,000 5-18 year-olds in a 4
programme encompassing theatre skills, rap, performance and creative writing.
Needless to say, you’ll be hearing much more about that from us in the coming
months!
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A t Chief Executive

My thanks to all the funding organisations, artists, theatre companies and patrons
reading this review. Your continued support helps make the ambitions we have for
culture in Salford a reality. We really couldn’t do it without you!



CONTEMPORARY THEATRE

Continuing our commitment to presenting and
commissioning the very best in contemporary theatre,
The Lowry's programme encompassed artistic excellence
and challenging productions from the widest range of
viewpoints and artforms.

Highlights included Red Ladder’s adaptation of

‘The Damined United’ and Jess Thom's much-anticipated
take on Samuel Beckett's ‘Not I, while Dante or Die took
their production ‘Take On Me’ into Broughton Leisure
Centre as part of Arts Council England's Strategic Touring
Programme. Award-winning interactive theatre company
ZU:UK guided strangers through first dates via
headphones in ‘Binaural Dinner Date’ and turned
audiences into participants by controlling them around a
strange and sinister game in the Lowry-commissionad
‘Missing’.

Award-winning ‘Old Stock: A Refugee Love Story’,
Canadian 2b theatre company’s Klezmer-folk
music-theatre hybrid, was inspired by the true stories of
two Jewish Romanian refugees immigrating to Canada in
1908 while, in stark contrast, Told By An Idiot told us that
‘All You Need Is LSD".

Qur circus programme reached new heights (literally) with
‘The Exploded Circus’ by female-led contemporary
company Mimbre and *NMow or Never’ from France's Cirque
Tsuica, in which a group of international acrobats and
musicians shared their amazing spectacle with audiences
under a big top on the Lowry Plaza. Other circus highlights
included ‘Attrape Mol’ from Canadian company Flip
FabriQue, Scarabeus Aerial Theatre's ‘Depths of My Mind’,
Ellie Dubois’ *No Show' and Catalan company Eia bringing
their award winning acrobatic theatre piece ‘inTarsi' to the
UK for the first time. Natalie Reckert’s ‘Inside Out’ was the
first circus-focused production from our Artist
Development Programme’s ‘Developed With' strand.
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Ballet Black - ‘Dream Within a Dream’

(Mon 19 November 2018)

It has been another incrediblthmng year for Dance at

The Lowry, with highlights including the return of Clod Ensemble
with their Lowry-commissioned production ‘Placebe’, Morthern
Ballet's interpretation of “Jane Eyre’, Lost Dog's “Juliet and
Romeo’ and Michael Keegan Dolan’s “Swan Lake / Loch na hEala’,
part of the Week 53 festival. The Lowry co-commissioned
i#JeSuis', about individuals trying to find a voice to stand against
oppression, with Aakash Odedra company - the piece also won
the 2017 Amnesty International Freedom of Expression Award.

Ballet Black, the neo-classical ballet company highlighting
dancers of black & Asian descent, presented a double bill, ‘Dream
Within A Dream’, while BalletLORENT's ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ was an

original adaptation of the beloved Grimm Brothers tale, directed
by Liv Lorent and retold by Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy. Our
strategic partners Matthew Bourne's New Adventures presented
the stunning spectacle of “Swan Lake' for two full weeks for the
first time at The Lowry.

Our international dance programme brought to The Lowry one of
the world’s most celebrated flamenco dancers, Granada's Manuel
Lifian, who enthralled audiences with *Flamence’, and Dublin's
CoisCéim told children and their families the story of “The Wolf
and Peter’ with contemporary dance and live music through the
eyes of the wolf, while Mark Morris' ‘Pepperland’ gave a new twist
to The Beatles’ timeless classic album.
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Performing Arts
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OMPANIES

The Lowry’s four official Partner Companies once again presented
work of the highest calibre to our audiences over the year.

In a change to the convention of recent visits to The Lowry,
Rambert performed its first full length narrative dance work for
over 20 years, ‘Life Is A Dream’, a spectacular new show from the
Olivier Award-winning choreoarapher Kim Brandstrup, combined
dramatic, lyrical dancing from Rambert's brilliant ensemble with
imagery from legendary filmmakers the Quay Brothers and a live
orchestra playing the rich music of Witold Lutostawski to create
an otherworldly atmosphere in which to frame a contemporary
re-imagining of Calderén's classic play.

J "
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Our partnership with the National Theatre continued with two
high-profile shows, ‘War Horse’, which has now been seen by an
incredible 230,389 people during its three runs at The Lowry,
and a dark, apocalyptic interpretation of *Macbeth’.

Birmingham Royal Ballet also brought two wonderful
productions, the funny, sunny, ‘La Fille mal gardée’ and the
storybook fantasy of ‘Beauty and the Beast, and the always
eagerly anticipated Opera North presented sold out
performances of ‘Toseca', “The Merry Widow® and ‘The Magic
Flute' alongside more challenging productions such as *Katya
Kabanova’, ‘The Rite of Spring’ and ‘Gianni Schicchi’.
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‘Billionaire Boy - The Musical’ (Thu 14 - Sun 17 February 2019)

LARGE SCALEAND N
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Cur Christmas programme comprising ‘Dr Delittle’, *Stick Man®
and ‘An Evening of Eric and Ern at Christmas’ brought a touch of
festive cheer to people aged 1 to 100, while ‘SIX* took audiences
by storm and takes its history lesson from the wives of Henry Xl
to the West End next before returning to The Lowry for Christmas
2019, picking up five Olivier Award nominations along the way.

Lia Williams and Juliet Stevenson swapped lead roles on the spin
of a coin in *Mary Stuart’ and This House® brought the House of
Commeons to the Lyric stage. David Yelland and Matthew Kelly in
Alan Bennett’s “The Habit of Art’ and Sting's ‘The Last Ship’

brought star quality and audiences were captivated by two very
different fact-based musicals, ‘Dusty’ and Titanic’.

Popular family shows included ‘Billionaire Boy’, “The Jungle Book’
and ‘In the Night Garden’ while young-at-heart grown-ups
enjoyed The Band’ and ‘Calendar Girls'. But it was the hilarious
‘Early Doors’ that stole the show and broke all records, selling out
first in the Quays Theatre, then a run in the Lyric Theatre before
an arena tour and landing back in The Lowry one more time in
summer 2019,
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- The Lowry’s Artist Development Programme
nurtures new and upcoming artists at different

- stages of their practice, through four separate
strands.

Artist Network is a drop-in scheme where members
are offered workshops, training, advice surgeries,
ticket discounts and the opportunity to meet other
people aspiring to work creatively within the arts.

Class Of is a structured learning process for selected
artists and companies, who are offered a series of
bespoke training sessions in arts production.

Developed With is a year-long relationship with a
range of exciting artists or companies during which
time they receive mentoring and support in order to
develop and present brand new work and take a step
forward in their practice.

Associate Artists is a longstanding relationship
between The Lowry and selected artists and
companies to increase their national and
international profile and build sustainable careers in
the arts.

2019 marks the tenth anniversary of The Lowry’s
Artist Development Programme. During the last
decade, a total of 52 bold, dynamic and innovative
productions from a wide variety of artists and
companies have been commissioned as part of the
programme - from comic Sophie Willan's first stand
up hour *On Record’ to Theatre Ad Infinitum’s 'Ballad
of the Buming Star’, a blistering drag cabaret
journey into the core of a conflicted Jewish state.

Artists we worked with this year included Natalie
Reckert, Rachael Young with *Nightclubbing’, Fat
Roland, whose 'Seven Inch’ was commissioned by
The Lowry as part of Week 53, and Theatre Temoin,
with 'Feed'.
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Kill the Beast - ‘Director’s Cut’ (Thu 7 - Sat 9 June 2018)

NSSOCIATE ARTISTS

QOur Associate Artist programme continues to demonstrate the
benefits of offering exciting artists and companies long term,
bespoke support that looks beyond any single production they
may be making.

We supported Kill The Beast to explore adapting their work for
podcasting and release their own independent podcast,
‘Eglantine Whitechapel: Supernatural Detective’. They have now
been commissioned by Fremantle, a globally significant TV, radio
and production organisation, to adapt their Lowry-supported

production ‘Director’s Cut® as a serial podcast that will launch
Framantle’s first ever scripted comedy podcasting label, Storyglass.

We supported Art with Heart to develop their business plan,
establish a wider range of partnerships and diversify their income
streams. After a second national tour of their Lowry-supported
production ‘Declaration’ and its accompanying wellbeing project
‘space’, Art with Heart have now been invited to join the Greater
Manchester Combined Authority Culture and Social Impact Fund
Portfolio, which provides them with a prestigious and secure
foundation for their work.






Week 53’ international strand brought an eclectic mix of
performance to the programme, from robots sharing the
stage with children in a zero gravity dance of rhythm and
fury to a searing new take on the most beloved of
classical ballets.

From one of Ireland's foremost dance and theatre makers,
Michael Keegan Dolan, and his new company Teac Damsa,
came *Swan Lake / Loch na hEala’, a magical adaptation
of one of the most famous of all story ballets, creating a
world of magical realism, powerful imagery and potent
storytelling where ancient Irish mythology and modern
Ireland meet. The Dublin based band Slow Moving
Clouds created a new score combining Nordic and Irish
traditional music with minimalist and experimental
influences.

In *School of Moon®, by Eric Ming Cuongh Castaing’s
company Shonen, children and a grown-up couple
engaged in a zero-gravity slow moving dance on a
luminous stage while small skeletal robots joined in.
The performance featured young performers from
Danceworks Ballet and Theatre School in Eccles and
Christ The King RC Primary School, Walkden.

Week 53 also saw the English language premiere of
‘Hikikomori®, a play by Joris Mathieu about the
500,000 reclusive young Japanese adults who have
withdrawn from social life. Audiences used
headphones to experience the story through the eyes
of one of the three main characters. The Haut et Court
Collective's innovative and visually striking production
reminded us that there are as many ways to understand
our existence as there are ways to exist.

Italian artists fuse* brought their digital performance
piece, ‘D&kk’, consisting of a projection on a
holographic screen and a rear projection on the back of
the stage. Real-time landscapes and 30 objects were
then mapped on the two projective surfaces, enabling
the audience to view both digital content and the
emerging figure of a dancer, while the video and audio
landscapes changed according to the analysed
sentiments of trending tweets of that precise moment.

‘School of Moon' and *Hikkikomeori® were supported by
Institut Francais and ‘Dokk’ was supported by the
Italian Institute.

-
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3 brought ' ccess All Areas theatre company's

- -_,J_f'riiﬁérsiue tour of a maze-like institution to express what

duction, “"MADHOUSE re:exit’, to Barton Arcade in
{anchester city centre. There, inspired by a refusal to be
silent and a history of being ignored, five learning
disabled artists took audiences on a fantastical,

- -

it feels like to have a learning disability in today's world.

16 Young Carers and Looked After Children from our
targeted Learning and Engagement projects took part in
‘a professional production called *Teentalitarianism’ as
part of Week 53 with internationally renowned artists
Mammalian Diving Reflex, in which they developed a
performance that explored personal truths, discussed
social taboos and challenged power relationships with
the adults in their lives. The project culminated with a
‘series of live performances, events and debates with the
young people front and centre of discussions about the
topics they wanted to highlight.

Access All Areas - ‘MadHouse re:exit’
(Thu 17 May - Sat 26 May 2018)
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EDIT.03:
HOMEBIRD

Our Edit. series of experimental
exhibitions gives creatives the space,
time and resources to develop new work
and test both themselves and us.

The third instalment of this series saw
Manchester legend D.J Paulette take over
one of our galleries by turning it into an
immersive mood board of personal
objects, film, music and poetry. Taking
the form of a maze, this installation
allowed visitors to step into Paulette's
world and the influences that shaped her
as a person and a performer.

MY [ensiA

Addressing race, sexuality, gender, art
and music, DJ Paulette's installation
provided a new lens through which to
view the world and orientate our own
lives, in the centre of which was music
and its power - both personal and
universal.




LOWRY & THE PHE-HﬂﬂElI ,

The Lowry is committed to furthering public and academic
understanding and appreciation of LS Lowry's art and ideas,
and challenging perceptions of him as a regional, single-subject
artist. Lowry and the Pre-Raphaelites provided us with an
important opportunity to explore his wider cultural reference
points and describe how his work could reflect the style and
ambitions of other art movements.

‘Lowry and The Pre-Raphaelites’ (Sat 10 November 2018 - Sun
24 February 2019) was the first exhibition in over 40 years to
explore LS Lowry's role as a collector of Pre-Raphaelite art.
Loans from public and private collections across the country -

including from the V&A, Manchester Art Gallery, the National
Trust and rarely seen private collections - told the story of how
Lowry became fascinated by the work of the Pre-Raphaelites.
Among them were works which Lowry knew and admired
greatly in public collections, alongside some of the finest works
in his own collection by Edward Burne-Jones and his two
lifelong favourite artists - Ford Madox Brown and Dante Gabriel
Rossetti.

Sponsored by Sotheby's, the exhibition attracted 32,500
visitors, including the busiest December in the Galleries for ten
years.



LS LOWRY

The exhibition, ‘LS Lowry RA: Salford’s Royal
Academician’, (8 December 2018 - 3 March 2019)
formed part of the programme of exhibitions and
events across the country to mark the 250th
anniversary of the Royal Academy. Although
famously sceptical about official honours, turning
down offers of an OBE, CBE and a Knighthood, Lowry
was proud to be part of the Royal Academy, to which
he was elected to full membership in 1962.

On display were all six paintings by Lowry now in the
Royal Academy's collection (including his Diploma
work, Station Approach, presented by the artist on his
election) alongside archival material and images of
the 1976 retrospective held at the Academy after
Lowry’s death. The exhibition also enabled The Lowry
to collaborate with Salford Museum & Art Gallery on
our respective RA250-related exhibitions, raising
awareness of the anniversary and Lowry's connection
to it across Salford.

The Lowry loaned The Funeral Party 1953 and Peel
Park, Salford 1927 to Salford Museum & Art Gallery's
‘Roval Academy Takeover: The Exhibition'. Also
loaned out in 2018 were Self Portrait 1925 and Head
of a Man 1938 to Rugby Art Gallery and Museum’s
‘About Face’ exhibition, which examined artists’
self-portraits from Rugby’s own collection of modern
British art alongside key loans from institutions
including The Lowry and the Mational Portrait Gallery.

MV |ENSIA

A bequest of three works was received in 2018 from
the estate of Arnold Monk: Hartshead Pike, Ashton
1931 and two further drawings of animals.

Portrait of Ann 1957 in The Lowry Collection



Quays Culture is a programme of large-scale cutdoor art events developed and delivered from within The Lowry, the founding partner of
the Quays Partnership at Salford Quays - home to MediaCityUK. All events are free to the public.

For six years Quays Culture has taken audiences on a journey of artistic innovation, commissioning and collaborating with some of the
world's most pioneering artists and creators to bring world-class experiences to Salford Guays.

Highlights in 2018 included a large-scale outdoor performance by circus dance company Motionhouse, who reimagined their exhilarating
multimedia show ‘Charge’ for a unigue outdoor setting for a live audience of over 2,000.
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© LIGHTWAVES .

Each winter, Guays Culture presents Lightwawves, a 10-day interactive light festival featuring digital art installations across Salford
Quays. Highlights from 2018 included two large-scale new commissions that engaged visitors of all ages in playful interactions - -
‘Hooded Youth' from internationally recognised and renowned London-based artist Stanza, and *SPECTRUM' from Montreal
based collaborative HUB, a co-commission and part of an exciting international collaboration with Montreal’s Quartier des

Spectacles.

Owver the course of 10 days 380,000 people visited Lightwaves. Over half of the attendees that were surveyed said that they did
not regularly attend arts events.

JHNLIND S

i

)



Our digital art programme continues to

present leading talent in performance and

visual art with a rich programme of
experimenters leading in their field. We

were excited to welcome the

internationally acclaimed composer and
turntablist Shiva Feshareki, fresh from her
success at BBC Proms, to perform her
experimental compositions live on stage at

The Lowry. Fusing sonic sampling, -
contemporary club, dance and classical, ’
her solo turntable performance with visuals
created deeply experimental sonic
manipulations.

As part of our Pay What You Decide
programme, Welsh artist Petwo Evans
presented a constantly evolving audio
visual performance made in collaboration
with digital video artists Louis Mustill and
Will Young. Together the artists create
audio recordings using found objects
(tumble dryer, water bottle, broken piano
and stone) that are looped into rhythms,
then processed and combined with
electronic machines and digital turntable
technigues to create music that reflects the
Welsh landscape.

Established local talent featured in *DRIFT?
- a collaboration between Test Card, VAM
and Meraki Collective, formed to support
and showcase artists creating work that
combines art with music, technology and
performance. The audience was treated to
a wide range of performance and visual art
collaborations in electronic music,
generative digital visuals, improvised
dance and spoken word, which celebrated
Manchester’s legendary forward looking i
underground arts scene.

ital Art




TARGETED ENGAGEMENT

Every year The Lowry works with groups of some of the most vulnerablé
young people across Salford, who all face multiple challenges. It is
fundamental to our mission to walk side by side with, provide a platform
far, and amplify the voice of young people through Arts and Culture.,

Looked After Children created a team of community journalists, devised
and performed in a piece of live theatre entitled ‘Lost & Found® and
created a visual arts display called ‘Thread® which was displayed in The
Lowry's professional galleries as part of our Edit series of exhibitions.

Young Carers co-devised a piece of physical theatre with professional
arts practitioners The Knotted Project called “Time to Bloom', a response
to the real-life situations that many of the participants face. They also

developed an outreach programme to be delivered in primary schools to
raise awareness of young carers.

Thanks to the generosity of our visitors and supporters, our 2018

Christmas Appeal raised £30,500 towards a new project working with
young parents and their families in Salford. This story-telling and creat
play-based project will support young parents and their children to falllin
love with storytelling, music and visual arts, improving their confiden _ ¥
and encouraging positive relationships. ¥

2018 saw the implementation of the project working with young peqﬂle '
who are homeless or at risk of homelessness in Greater Manchester that

was funded by our 2017 Christmas Appeal. "Put Big Light On’, a

travelling installation that will engage young people in their local area in

arts activity as well as providing vital support, signposting and

resources, will launch in May 2019,

Highly Commended - Children & Young People Young Carers
Award 2018 (Who Cares Tour)

Winners - Diana Award 2018 (Young Carers)

T Wiy 8
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Finalist - North West Cultural Education Awards Arts & Education
Partnership Award 2018 (with Aldridge Academies, Who Cares Tour)
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‘One of the things | do notice when we
= introduce young people to the YES
. Project, | notice when they are walking
| out their heads are up, their shoulders are

= back. Because they have kind of been

1 interviewed and the YES Project have
1

said, you are worth something to us.’
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‘| feel about my future very positive, Pve
really enjoyed it here because | have met
wonderful people at The Lowry and | feel

very welcome here. Because it's my lifetime
opportunity of experience and how to cope
with real life situations.’
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National Theatre - ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nic
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GREATIVE LEARNING (SCHOOLS) ... ',_,_?\% 5
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This year we have worked with 12,878 pupils from schools as close as
Ordsall to as far as Frankfurt. 586 hours of delivery have taken place at
The Lowry via our creative learning programme and 295 sessions in
schools.

4

T
In addition, 25 outreach sessions with a total of 750 children were '&— /"7':':
delivered to schools across the region. For most of the schools this hasi % =
been their first engagement with The Lowry. Our schools outreach ' g
scheme, supported by Noel and Alison Copley and our Lowry School
Appeal of March 2018, took arts workshops led by a professional artist
and based on the work of LS Lowry to 716 pupils in ten primary schools
across Salford which would otherwise not be able to afford the
opportunity to participate in high quality workshops with professional
artists. Each school was supported to roll out the workshop technigques : i,
to other classes and receive art materials for their pupils, and all { ! ) *‘“\. ) o
participating pupils submitted an entry to The Copley Prize competition. f LS -

' %

In November The Lowry worked in partnership with the National Theatre
and high schools in Salford, Rochdale, Stockport and Wigan to receive a
touring production of “The Curious Incident of a Dog in the Night Time’,

watched by a total of over 3,000 young people.

We continue to work in partnership with North West Drama Services and
their delivery of The Children’s Shakespeare Festival with primary
schoole, The scheme works towards a final performance by the children
in the Quays Theatre, in which over 350 children take part each year.

GREATIVE GOURSES AND WORKSHOP

Throughout the year The Lowry offers a wide range of art courses and e — . -
workshops, including Dance for Under 5s, Musical Theatre for Young e .

People and Visual Arts for Adults. This year we have engaged 1,093 : ﬂ'-H.Q:H?‘:\\
adults, 49 young people aged 11-17 and 1,551 families and under 5's == _—w‘—ﬁ\*::t::x —
through 248 sessions. . Qx :
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TALENT DEVELOPMENT
(DANGE)

The Centre for Advanced Training in Dance (CAT) is celebrating its
10th anniversary this year. During that time it has trained 245
individual students, many of whom have gone on to further training
in dance and to join high profile professional dance companies and
are now coming back home as young professionals - for example, six
dancers who have come through the CAT will appearin ‘Romeo and
Juliet' on the Lyric stage this summer as part of Matthew Bourne’s
New Adventures company.

Isaac Bowry was a member of the CAT's second cohort, from
2010-2012. A full grant holder from Wythenshawe, Isaac dreamed of
following a classical ballet route, a route rarely followed by many
students but his determination and passion saw him through. He
progressed from the CAT to study at Ballet West and Elmhurst Ballet
School and then to perform with ballet & contemporary dance
companies. Most notably, Isaac was the first Lowry CAT student to
perform in a large-scale dance company and we had the added joy
of welcoming him back to The Lowry in November, performing in
Matthew Bourne's *Swan Lake’, a dream role for Isaac.

“] came from a background where, what I'm achieving
now | didn’t think was possible yet here | am, in one of
the UK’'s major companies, performing on the Lyric
Stage and able to represent CAT. | will always be thankful
for my training and all the support.” - 1saac Bowry

-

U.Dance Morth West, the Regional Youth Dance Festival, saw 26
groups from across the region selected by a panel of artists and

1 young pecple performing on our Quays Theatre stage. Our U.Dance
\programme provides performance opportunities across the country,

it local, county, regional and national levels, offering access to dance
children and young people in and outside of schools.
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TALENT DEVELOPN
(THEATRE)

o
National Theatre Connections is one of 1
largest celebrations of youth theatre. Plays ﬂ '
commissioned for and about young peo m -
some of the best contemporary playwrights, and
performed by schools and youth theatres all :
over the UK and Ireland. Young people have the «
opportunity to get involved in all aspe ]
creating and staging the play both on.
offstage, from set design to costume, li
and stage management. The Lowry’s
Connections Young Company presented
‘Ageless', a new play commissioned for NT
Connections 2019,

*
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In Summer 2018 we launched Young Theatre
Makers, a new youth arts pathway at The Lowry,
where bold, brave and creative young artists
come together to form new contemporary
theatre-making ensembles to make innovative,
unusual and risk-taking theatre which turns
traditional youth theatre practice on its head.
Young Theatre Makers is designed to inspire,
develop and support a diverse company of
young people aged 13-19 each year to produce
ambitious new site-specific work motivated by
our unique artistic programme. Working closely
alongside our existing Artist Development and
Learning & Engagement programmes and The
Lowry's Programming Team, the company is a
new, free provision and provides a bridge into
industry for young artists. The first cohort of 20
participants have worked with Dante or Die to
create a new site-specific performance shared in
an off-site location in May 2019.
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“f*s been such a theaf to be able to take my four

children to the theatre. Something I could never
have done without this scheme.”

“The show was absolutely brilliant. My son had a
great time, kept talking about it and asking to go
back and watch it again.”

- Feedback from Our First Lowry participants

Engaging new audiences and deepening relationships with our
existing audiences remains very important to The Lowry, and we
continue to look for ways to break down barriers - whether social,
financial or practical - people may have to visiting The Lowry and
accessing what we have to offer.

Continuing our commitment to accessibility, in early 2019 we
launched our access register, which for the first time allows people
with additional access requirements to book tickets online if they
prefer, as well as enabling us to tailor communications more
appropriately.

We offered a diverse programme of accessible performances
throughout the year, with 879 people attending one of these events,
including the first relaxed performance of “War Horse' in the north of
England and our first BSL signed stand-up comedy show with Lost
Voice Guy. We also hosted *Sensory Circus’, a show for children and
young people with ASD and PMLD, and commenced our programme
of dementia friendly theatre performances.

Membership of cur Under 26 scheme has grown to over 5,000, with
1,500 tickets issued over the year to members of the scheme. We also
launched an Under 26 Ambassadors programme, offering two young
people paid employment working on the running and future
development of the scheme.

Over 20,000 discounted tickets were sold to Salford residents via the
Our Lowry scheme. Recruitment activity for the scheme was focussed
on five Salford postcodes which to date have had the lowest levels of
engagement with The Lowry and with the arts more broadly.

133 Salford families participated in Our First Lowry and were offered
free or heavily discounted tickets for three theatre experiences. Mone
of these families had ever been to a children's show before and we
had some great feedback. Around 10% of families who participated in
the scheme booked another show within 12 months.

Additionally, 128 people enjoyed a theatre performance as part of

The Booths Charities Family Scheme, which makes free tickets and
supported visits available for families with children with disabilities.

Circa Tsuica - ‘Now or Never’ (Thu 30 August - Sat 1 September 2018)



Through our continuing collaboration with
Paines Plough, Roundabout 2018 visited
Ordsall, Salford, an area of historically very
low engagement, despite being
geographically close to The Lowry
days in September, 1,500 people enc
with a play, comedy show, family show or
community event at Roundabout, our
ever attendance. 42% of audiences were
first-time engagers with The Lowry, and by
forming a community steering group in the
run-up to Roundabout huge strides were
made in starting what we hope will be a
long-term relationship with the area.

Also engaging people beyond The Lowry
building were two off-site performances. ‘The
Political History of Smack and Crack®’ was
performed at Mustard Tree In Ancoats,
Manchester, as part of the With One Voice
International Arts and Homelessness Summit
& Festival in November 2018 and ‘Cinderella:
A Wicked Mother of a Night Out’, an
outrageous show inspired by the traditional
British panto, came to The Welcome Inn in
Ordsall, Salford, in December.

Our annual Open Day in August saw over
8,000 people enjoy a fantastic programme
circus performances featuring the D & F
Brothers Grand Indian Circus in The Lowry
Plaza, backstage and galleries tours and
workshops in lighting, sound, dance, painting
and drawing, puppet making, comic book
creating and stand-up comedy - and
cocktails and cupcakes - all supported by our
friends at Birmingham Royal Ballet, Matthew
Bourne's New Adventures and Rambert.

Paines Plough - ‘How to Spot an Alien’ (Thu 6 - Sun 9 September 2018)
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Funders

Arts Council England

Salford City Council

Greater Manchester Combined
Authority

The National Lottery Communlty

Fund

Principal Sponsor
Manchester Airports Group

2020 Capital Supporters

Sir Rod and Lady Aldridge «
Arts Council Major Capltal
Grants

Biffa Award

Fidelity UK Foundation
The Law Family Foundatlonﬁﬂ
Viridor Credits

Garfield Weston Foundation
The Wolfson Foundation

Theatres Suppofters ¥
Eranda Rothschild Foundation
Garrick Charitable Trust

Irwin Mitchell Solicitors

Kuoni

Selfridges & Co

Unity Theatre Trust

Galleries Supporters A“ 1

Alison and Noel Copley
Sotheby’s

Andrew and Zoé Law
Professional Footballers’
Association

Corporate Social
Responsibility Members
Manchester Airports Group
CDL

Box Sponsors
Bridgewater Office Supplies
The Haden Freeman Group
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N Smith Charitable Settlement elggﬂp’l’edm Group
The Oglesby Charitable Trust A T e

The Percy Bilton Chaiity "-*J ’

Postcode Community Trust e

The Rayne Foundation

heshire Life
Frog Flowers
. G.F. Smith
Santander F ,dlten-- . oliday Inn b
The Taylor Fan‘ﬁy Foundation Kate Park Eve
The Victoria Wood Foundation Kuoni
The Zochonis Charitable Trust Ponte Wines
Selfridges & Co
- St James’a Place

Robin and Dame Janet
Mathieson

Alan and Heather Mellalieu
1 Brendan Sheehy

Jim Spencer

Purple Quay Club
Carole Nash OBE
CDL Gold Patrons %
Edmundson Electrical Ltd Mr John Barker
Emerson Management Services Bottom Line Corporate Services
Interact Intranet Ltd

The Lowry Hotel Gary and Patricia Howse

Nikal Trevor and Beryl Jones
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Quay Patrons
Paul Deehan
Anne Duxbury
Shefali Henry

_Apd all our patrons who wish

to remain annonymous

Trustees of The Lowry

Sir Rod Aldridge (Chair)
Mike Blackburn OBE
Baroness Bonham-Carter of
Yarnbury

lan Currie

Jane Frost CBE

Jeremy Glover

Councillor Bill Hinds
Baroness Hughes of Stretford
PC

Nadav Kander

1_ Councillor John Merry CBE

Tom Russell
Jim Taylor
Adrian Vinken OBE

Felicity Goodey CBE DL

_ (lifelong President of

The Lowry)
e

Development

ﬁlisory Group
Jonathan Rice (Chair)

Adrian Berg

Mark Esner

Tim Hamilton
Graeme Lawrence
Jan Mangan

Nick Payne

Karen Procter
Dermot Rafferty
Mark Shackleton
Jonathan Sherlock
Adam Waller
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Salford City Council

Supported using public funding by

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND
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The Lowry Centre Trustis a
registered charity (no. 1053962).

Front: ‘SIX’
(Tue 4 November- Sun 16 December 2018)

Back: ‘The Exploded Circus’
(Sat 16 & Sun 17 June 2018)





